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Summer

Aahh - Summer with booming
thermals, screaming audios, long fast
teeth rattling glides, huge pullups,
magnificent cumulus, troughs,
thunderstorms, rotten little broken
thermals, low inversions, strong winds,
smoke, heat, dust, flies, rain - we had
the lot. Another great summer.
“Yee-Hd

Yes, | know that there was our fair
share of mediocre stuff, but we also
had some mighty good stuff. It's the
first time this editor has seen 11 knots
on the averager for quite a while. |
think | overheard someone say that

Some of the magnificent cumulus this

they saw 16 momentarily. Ya had to summer. These particular cumulus being
i i associated with the trough line to the north

be ther_e tO_ enjoy . of Temora on Jan 24. Magic, magic stuffl!

You will find recorded some of the Photo Paul Wiggins

exploits of those that did, scattered .

below From Colin—

“ As usual the pre-Christmas gathering

was very relaxed and convivial, great
Temora Camp meals were concocted in the kitchen
Information primarily provided by Col Vassarotti and suitable quantltles of red wine
supplemented by Stuart Ferguson. consumed. (ROd Stone, Stewart May,

Alan Wilson, Norm Sanders, Colin
Another really good Temora Camp ran  Vassarotti, Bruce McKenzie, John

right through the summer months. Thomson, Stuart Ferguson, Drew
McKinnie, John & Andrew Caldwell
Pre-Christmas (as best | remember)How much red

Temora club members provided the wine was that Colin ? —EQ.
tows with their tug ‘Pixie’ (VH-PXI)



The gliding was good too but
dominated by strong westerly winds.
Some cross country flights were
Celebrating the first day of summer
with a 310k triangle — Barellan, West
Wyalong, Cootamundra at 118 kph
(me in D1)

Rod in AJ and | in D1 flew 387k —
Coolamon, Ardlethan, West Wyalong,
Grenfell, Cootamundra (this flight was
memorable because of the relatively
strong westerly wind [21k plus] which
made progress difficult and the final
glide interesting)

Several of us also flew around the
Temora Run a few times.

Unfortunately | can’t recall details of
flights by other peoplgThe red again
—eh Colin! - Ed)

Post-Christmas

Attendees included: John Thomson,
Mike Cleaver, lan Edgar, Ralph
Holland, Rick Agnew, Graeme

Rickert, Peter Fox, Greg Schmidt, Paul
Wiggins, Michael Munzinger, David
Pietsch, Gary Watson, Glenyce &
David Francis, David Villiers, Ziggy
Kominek, Rod Stone, Stewart May,
Stuart Ferguson, Bruce Campbell, Col
Vassarotti, John and Andrew Caldwell,
Brendan Gale and Keith Ayotte.

(Sorry if I missed anyone.)

Notable achievements:

Greg Schmidt (DGA) started with an
honourable outlanding, attempting the
Temora Run followed by an abortive
attempt at 500k, which failed because
of his need for a relight. On that day
he flew 300k (DGA). The next day
though, he not only flew his 500k, but
then had a fast trip around the Temora
Run — about 630k on the day all told
(DGA). Nice work Greg!

Michael Munzinger did his 5 hours in
the Astir.

Peter Fox (DGA) flew 500k but had
logger problems so he did it again the
next day (CQT). Congratulations to
Peter. He spent a lot of time at
Temora and showed great persistence
in achieving his Diamond Distance.

Foxy’s grin (on the left) saysitall. (Al and Col are simply
grinning at the thought of Foxy shouting the bar!!)
Photo: Paul Wiggins

A quick weekend trip by Bruce
Campbell and Andrew ‘AJ Ward
flying their Discus and LS6
respectfully from Temora to visit the
Club Class championships at Benalla —
down Saturday and back Sunday 15
Jan. — Have thermal will travel — way
to go!! Rather than land on his return,
Bruce filled in a bit more time on what
was the ‘ballistic’ day of the summer
by flying around the Temora Run at
close to the speed of light.

A lot of other people flew the Temora
Run with fast times recorded by David
Pietsch and Col Vassarotti. The Puch
also scorched(?) around the ‘Run’ in
the hands of John & Andrew Caldwell.
Ziggy Kominek and Col Vassarotti
were not to be outdone so they also
sped a Puch around the ‘Run’.



Notable outlandings

Norm Sanders did the first outlanding
of the season close to Pucawan silo.
Stewart May showed impressive use of
his GPS to navigate Col and Rod to
Norm and the DG.

David Pietsch showed equally
impressive navigational, combined
with aerial reconnaissance, skills to
find the DG and subsequently its pilot,
lan Edgar after lan outlanded about
18k north of Temora. (We found the
glider at about 9.15pm and lan an hour
later — very dark it was!)

Ralph Holland managed to outland
twice, but at least he was having a red
hot go. His first effort was to alight at
Quandialla on his way back from
Forbes. John Thomson showed a high
level of cunning in organising a
retrieve crew for Ralph by mentioning
as an aside that he knew the property
where Ralph had landed and that the
farmer had several beautiful daughters
(he omitted to mention they were less
than 10 years old)(See quotable
guotes section — EdRalph’s next
outlanding was at West Wyalong
airport, much to Graeme Rickert’s
delight because Graeme did the
aerotow retrieve.

Les Kinsley had an unfortunate
outlanding mishap resulting in
considerable damage to his Libelle IR.
Happily there was no damage to Les.

Overall it was a good soaring summetr;
but not outstanding, apart from the
ballistic day on 15 January. A lot of
cross country flying was undertaken
which | would describe as falling into
the category of creative cross country —
following the clouds and heading back
when conditions turned to custard.
There were some excellent flights of
this nature carried out along the trough
line weather pattern which persisted
through most of December/January.
All good fun — and that’s what it’s all
about!!

There was another interesting trend.

Some of the 15m gliders seem to be

sprouting longer wings. What does it
all mean ??....” Thanks Colin

Now from Stuart Ferguson-

“While (at the time of writing) there is
still some great summer soaring to be
enjoyed our summer camps have
drawn to a close. As always there
have been some great flights, Peter Fox
completed his Diamond Distance; both
David Pietsch and Mal Williams
completed flights of over 800km;Greg
Schmidt over 600km. Club Captain
Col Vassarotti has expressed his
satisfaction with the number of quality
flights submitted for the “Temora

Run”. However he cautions those who
think it is a walk in the park by
reminding everyone there have been a
number of out-landings by members
competing in “The Run”, two resulting
in damaged aircratft.

Several members are taking part in the
AeroKurier on line competition, and
with only 22 flights submitted these
members have flown over 10,000km.
We know that many more flights were
undertaken and all cross country pilots
are encouraged to patriciate because
good flights and the exposure is great
for our club profile.” Thanks Stuart -

Great times at Temora included some
magnificent sunsets, much appreciated
by the ‘after-dinner-drinking-set’
whilst quietly partaking of their

nightcaps.




Some magnificent food: by (mostly)
Geoff King but we had our own chef’'s
as well - prize for the best pizza’s of
this century going to Paul Wiggins.

The Diners

The Pizza Chef

A spot of ‘thermal waiting’, or -
“Any minute now those Corowa dudes will be whistling
by, while we are sitting here b#%dy procrastinating.”

Please Help

Contest Results

Hearty congratulations to Scott Lennon
on his excellent performance, coming
fifth in a field of about 60 at the Club
Class Nationals. Going into the last
day Scott was running second
immediately behind father-in-law Tom
Gilbert. In the end Tom was declared
champion and (Team Kilo) pictured
below the team winners.

‘Team Kilo’- winners of the Australian National
Club-Class Championship Team Trophy.
Photo Sarah Lennon

Well done to Scott and Tom.

Wombat also had a solid result, flying
on just four days and improving his
position each day.

Reportedly, the quality of the contest
was very high, so well done all three.

Editor needs articles, comments, pictures, captions
jokes, tall stories, lies, food parcels, moneyeepk
this journal going.

(He restrained from malining/slandering non-
contributors this time — but ...)

Editor's e-mail dpietsch@ozemail.com.au




Rick’s Adventure #4

This summer was Rick Agnew'’s fourth
foray to Chos Malal in Argentina.

This time he has come away with his
FAl 1000km diploma for a 1042

double out and return and for this flight
is claiming an Australian record for
free distance around three turnpoints.
Additionally he is claiming two more
Australian speed record claims to add
to his Australian 100km Triangle speed
record flown in November 03 at an
average of 198.88kph. These addition
two claims are for the 200km Triangle
and 500km Out and Return. Well done
Rick, and let’s not forget that he holds
the Australian absolute altitude record,
flown here from Bunyan on 26 Aug

95, to just over 33,000ft.

Rick in the record breaking Jantar at Chos Malal
Photo Rick Agnew

To get an idea of where Rick flys from,
and to view some of his excellent
photography, look up
www.patagoniagliding.org.aand use
both the English and Espandl options
to get best coverage.

Well done Rick.

Notes from the Vice
President -Stuart Ferguson

For those who may not be aware
President Allan Armistead has a
serious medical problem that requires
time and treatment to resolve, and for
approx next three months he will not
be able to take the lead role in the
committee. So that the club business
continues as normal Vice President
Stuart Ferguson will be acting
President during this period. Our best
wishes go to Allan and Dell

One of the wonderful things about our
electronic world is Allan will be
staying in touch and keep an eye on
things via e-mail. Hle has. — See
Alan’s Report a little further on. — gd

Temora Camp - Single Seat
Allocations.

It has been brought to the committee’s
attention that some of the club single
seat aircraft were left “unattended” at
Temora during the camp, and by that
we mean tied down without anyone
specifically looking after that aircraft.

The Temora camp is quite different
from club operations at Bunyan. Apart
from the two seat aircraft, when a
member is allocated a single seat glider
for either a day or a block of days, be it
at Temora during the camp or
anywhere else the aircraft becomes
theirs to manage for that period in the
same way private owners manage their
aircraft. The clubs expectations are
that when a member comes to the end
of their allocated period they either do
a positive handover to another
member; or the glider is put into its
trailer, the trailer is effectively tied
down or returned to an agreed location.

The reasons for this are simple. We
must protect our most valuable assets.



During Summer camps members come
and go as domestic and employment
opportunities allow them to. At times
there maybe only a few members in
camp. With the privilege of an
allocation comes responsibilities, these
include having, or have made
arrangements for a suitable vehicle for
out landing retrieves (towbar — full

tank of fuel etc), and looking after the
aircraft till you can hand it over to the
next member.

It is also the responsibility of members
who have allocations they cannot
utilise for any reason to make contact
with the member they would be taking
over from and letting them know of
any change in their situation. There
were a number of allocations during
this camp that were not cancelled and
not flown by the allocated member. is
has given rise to discussions on how to
manage this situation which have
included a recommendation that
members make a refundable deposit
for their allocations.

Camps are fun, these comments and
observations are intended to make sure
they remain fun rather than become a
burden on those members who in the
past have been left holding the can.

Recent aircraft movements

Joe Elso is now the sole owner of
Standard Libelle GZK, having
purchased Scott Lennon’s share.

Scott has bought an LS1-f VH-GEB
which was damaged during the Jan 05
Junior Nationals at Temora and which
he intends repairing this year in time
for the next soaring season.

Warrick Paddon took delivery of his
brand new ASW28-18, GZV, mid-
December just in time to fly it once

Warrick flying his ASW28-18 near Bunyan on
his one and only flight before leaving for India
Photo David Pietsch

before taking up a short notice
assignment in India for 12 months.
Gary Hollands, who has been a regular
visitor to our wave camps has now
taken up a job in Canberra and brought
his Boomerang with him.

Geoff Brown has sold a half share of
his ASW20B and it will now be based
back in Queensland.

Astir VH-IKI will be returning to
Bunyan during 2006 and will be
hangared in the club hangar nominally
in the position the Blanik used to be
stored. All members are asked to
respect that this aircraft is privately
owned which means do not interfere
with the aircraft apart from moving it
as required when managing hangar
space. The aircraft syndicate
members are all known to most of you,
Norm, Sue, JT and the new member
Peter Fox.

The editor would like an Eta, but at

around a million bucks a copy he’s just
dreamin’.

Eta, the world’s largest sailplane at 30.9 m span.



From ‘El Presidento”
Alan Armistead

2006 shapes as a challenging and
potentially exciting year for the
Canberra Gliding Club. The summer
camp recently concluded at Temora
was a productive time for many of our
members, with a number of personal
goals achieved - though the really long
flights remained elusive - and the
Temora Run was once again popular.
Congratulations are due to those
members who were closely involved in
the organisation and running of the
event, and those who made good
flights.

The next six months are going to put
demands on our finances, with the tug
engine rebuild due and some necessary
work on the tug hanger doors being
carried out. This means, of course,
that we all need to look for
opportunities to sustain and enhance
the cash flow through the Club,
through our own flying and also by
constantly seeking to encourage
visitors and new members. Think
about your own circle of friends and
workmates - how often have you put
gliding under their (collective and
individual) noses and made an effort to
get them down?

There has been quite a lot of
groundwork done on the prospect of
getting a high performance 2 seater.
Obviously there is no room to move
until we get the engine rebuild out of
the way, but when that is done we can
take stock of our finances and look at
options. But again, it can only work if
we can generate the revenue to finance
it so, to help the club go ahead, fly fly
fly and recruit recruit recruit!!

The Committee has decided against
cross-hiring another tug during engine
rebuild time, largely because of the

ferry and running costs involved. Itis
likely to occur at a relatively quiet time
of the year flying wise, and unless we
managed a lot of activity it could be a
very expensive exercise. Instead, it
was decided to make a concentrated
effort over the three or four weekends
when there will be no flying to

schedule and carry out maintenance
activities on the gliders, trailers and
buildings. To that end we are looking
for EVERYONE to set aside at least
one day where you can come down and
contribute. No special skills or
expertise required, just a willingness to
help (and isn't that what a club is
supposed to be about?). Might also be
a good time to think about a sleepover,
barbeque and some tall tales and true
under the stars!

On a personal note, many of you will
know | have been diagnosed with Non-
Hodgkin's Lymphoma. This came up
quite out of the blue in late January,
and the exact diagnosis has been
confirmed following a surgical biopsy
carried out last Wednesday 22 Feb. |
will be commencing chemotherapy this
coming Thursday 30th and am
expecting 6 to 8 treatments at 2 weekly
intervals. The good thing is the
prospect of a good outcome from the
treatment is quite high, if you are
going to get a cancer then this is
probably the one to get.

Needless to say this is going to impact
pretty severely on my ability to both

fly and to fulfil my duties as President.
I will be standing aside for the
immediate future and Stuart Ferguson
will take on the role, but | will

maintain a "watching brief" to the
extent that | can. Depending on how
the treatment goes, | intend to fly dual
when possible so hope to see you down
at the field from time to time.

Allan

Allan - From all of us all the very best for youedtment and for a speedy recovery.




Here and There
Events

Col and Judy Vassarotti's son was
recently married (11/02/2006)

Stuart and Kerri Ferguson celebrated
their 28" wedding anniversary during
February.

Alan “Top Guri Wilson turned 60 and
celebrated his 3bwedding
anniversary, treating himself and Gen
to a little adventure of their own with a
Qantas flight over Antarctica in
pressurised, airconditioned and
distilled comfort.

Alan and Genevieve over Antarctica

Sure looks fantastic.

Neverthless, better to be up here than down there

“Cap’n -just keep those big fans turning please!!!”
Photos: Alan Wilson

Mat Lennon had his first glider ride.

Mat Lennon with Dad in the Temora Janus.
Photo Sarah Lennon

Some Quotable Quotes

“AARGH! ... I'm at Stockinbingal ... !I" (not
Springdale)

A certain ASW28 pilot flying the Temora
Run.

“I think I'll divert to somewhere with an
airfield — maybe Young or Cootamundra”

Ralph Holland .struggling to get back from
Forbes to Temora in WVM.

Then:
‘My GPS has failed I'll have to use a map’

Sometime later, his final transmission.

‘I don’t know where | am but | am landing
near a town with a road and a rail
crossing.”

Now for some absolute brilliance -
“That’ll be Quandialla and | bet he's
landing in the paddock belonging to the
farmer with all the good looking girls.”

John Thomson. Correct on both counts -
except that the all girls had left home since
Thommo last visited!!

“| like the clock” Col Vassarotti after
testing Bruce Campbell’'s new PDA in
Delta One.

“Launch early ... launch often”
Graeme Rickett.

‘Delta One, Zulu Zulu, your position?’
....'3,000" at Weethalle ....and I'd much
prefer to be somewhere else.’ !!!

(Overcast day) ‘Today we can fly cross
country in any direction , as long as it's not
north, south, east or west..” Anonymous
instructor.




Tug Things
From Stuart Ferguson

The engine on MLS will be due for a
major overhaul very soon and using
historic utilisation records this is
planned for May. It is expected the
overhaul will take 4 weeks and impact
on 3 operational weekends.

The committee hates seeing our fleet
idle and have examined various
alternatives. We have investigated
hiring another tug for the period,
however this is very expensive. It is
always more expensive per hour to
cross hire, and there is approx 5 hours
of ferry flying to absorb at a
historically quiet time of the year.

The plan is to organise three weeks of
co-ordinated maintenance activities at
Bunyan covering the airfield, hangar
and our glider fleet initially in
preparation for the wave season, with
the goal to address all those non
operational jobs we put off for
another day. To make this period as
productive as possible we are asking
members to e-mail the committee, via
the secretary with areas you believe
need to be addressed, and just as
importantly what skills and equipment
you can provide to assist.

The committee sees this non flying
period as an opportunity, but we can’t
do it alone.

This is your club, and if every member
allocates one day to the club over this
period we can achieve a lot; if not it
will be an opportunity lost.

Airfield Stuff

From Gaz Watson - our Airfield Artiste.

Those of you who have been down to
Bunyan recently may have noticed a
strange green matter covering the
runways. | have it on good authority
that it is in fact grass, a rare plant not
often found on the Monaro — especially
after 15 years of drought conditions.
Grass on runways is a highly desirable
state of affairs as it keeps the soill
stabilised, holds in whatever moisture
is present in the soil, and provides us
with a reasonable smooth landing strip.
Protection of the grass is imperative if
we want to get our runways back into
the condition they were a few years
ago.

Weeds are a continuing problem that
just won't go away. African
Lovegrass is a hoxious weed that
forms in clumps and is a major cause
of our bumpy runways. The only way
to get it off the runways is to kill it by
spraying and to encourage the growth
of grass. In other areas of our
property we have a local farmer (Peter
Caldwell of Bunyan) planting crops
and running sheep and cattle, which
are also effective ways of controlling
weeds.



Gaz in typical pose — at work for our benefit
Photo: Alan Wilson

Control of noxious weeds is a hot topic
with both State and local governments
and there are severe penalties for
failing to continuously and
aggressively control weeds listed as
noxious. These include Serrated
Tussock, St John’s Wort, African
Lovegrass , Vipers Bugloss (looks like
Patterson’s Curse) and Scotch
Thistles— all of which grow on the
airfield somewhere. The penalties for
failing to control weeds can be severe,
ranging from $200.00 for “not doing
enough” to court action for failing to
take any action. The Cooma-Monaro
Council has taken many people to
court over this matter and has on many
occasions sent in commercial spraying
agencies to do the work that property
owners have failed to do. The cost to
the Club of this action would be
horrendous. To give you some idea,
we own about 760 hectares. The weed
killer needed to kill St John’s Wort,
Serrated Tussock and African
Lovegrass (Flupropanate) has to be
spread at 3 litres per hectare which
amounts to 2280 litres. At present a
litre costs $48, so the cost of spraying
the whole airfield would be $109 000

for weed killer alone. Add to that the
labour charges and you could imagine
what the bill would be.

How do we avoid falling foul of the
Council and State Government? The
Club has in place an Airfield
Management Plan (copy in clubhouse)
which allows us to progressively clear
the weeds over a period rather than
having to meet the full intent of the
law each year. The plan provides for
spraying, cropping and grazing of
animals to control the growth and
spread of weeds, and so far we have
been able to comply.

How can you help?

" By protecting the surface of the
runways and other areas by
ensuring that no one area is
constantly worn down. Protecting
the surface grass means we can
keep weeds from growing and
reduce erosion by the wind.

By using any spare time you have
to dig out weeds (Spade and
diggers in van)

By using any other time to slash
the areas not under cropping limits
growth of thistles and Bugloss,
and

Don’t get too upset if you have to
push your glider off the runway
into a ploughed or cropped area or
step into a cow pat.

Did You Know?

Bruce Mckenzie, along with a few
others (but Bruce was the mainstay)
spent a bunch of time this past year
keeping our club gliders airworthy and
reasonably presentable.

Thank you Makka — you're a
champion.
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MAINTENANCE.
MATTERS

The Jantar’s aileron connectors.

Over the life of our Jantar we have had
a number of occasions where one of
the aileron connections has
disconnected during take-off or in
flight.

Here Norm Sanders gives an
explanation on how he deals with the
Jantar aileron connections.

“The Jantar aileron and elevator
connections utilize a forked end which
engages pins on the push rods. The
forks are kept in place by a sleeve
which slides over the forks. The sleeve
is locked in place by a button, pushed
by a spring. There is a slot in the
sleeve in which the button slides when
detaching. The problem is that the
button is not merely a round rod, but
has a shoulder which is actually the
part which locks the system. It is very
easy, when Dl'ing the ailerons, to feel
the top of the button, which is
protruding AT ALL TIMES, even when
the sleeve is unlocked. It is also
possible to UNLOCK the system when
feeling for the button. Both aileron
sleeves are in positions where they are
difficult to see. Locking can be checked
by avoiding the button entirely and
attempting to slide the sleeve itself. If it
can't move, itis locked. If it slides, it is
unlocked. Slide it until the shoulder

pops into its hole.

Best check is visual. At night, or in the
hangar, it is simple with a powerful
flashlight (torch). In the daytime, it is
necessary to block out sunlight by
putting the canopy cover over the
inspection port, crawling under it, and
shining the flashlight on the fittings.
(This is guaranteed to cause mirth in
the onlookers, but it is better than
having the aileron come loose.)

| took off with an unlocked aileron at
Temora some 10 hours after it was
rigged and after several DI's, one of
which may have actually unlocked the
system. Dragging the wing tip while
full of water on takeoff apparently
caused the unlocked sleeve to release
the fork. | didn't realize what had
happened until airborne. I still had
adequate control so continued around
the pattern, released, and made a
normal landing. (All at 60 knots.)
Kerry Claffey had an aileron come
adrift in her Jantar and bailed out due
to flutter. In Kerry's case, the sleve was
locked, but the pin which the forks
engaged had come loose.

| don't feel comfortable flying the
Jantar unless | have personally
checked the aileron sleeves.

A stitch in time......

Cheers,

Norm”

The club initially considered replacing
the connectors for peace of mind, but
after some sound investigation and
engineering assessment, David Villiers
has determined the current fittings are
fully serviceable. To make inspection
easier on each DI the fittings will be
rotated through 180 degrees for
improved visual access.
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Surface Finishes
David Pietsch

Most of us know that the structure of
composite sailplanes is not impervious
to moisture and ultra violet radiation.
The following is a very brief treatise
on the subject to further raise
awareness on the subject.

Moisture.

Moisture is the enemy of composite
structures. In the long run moisture
will penetrate the epoxy resin base and
cause it to swell, initiating fracture of
the tight bond of the resin molecules.
Particularly damaging is a damp
structure that is exposed to some form
of heating e.g storing a damp glider in
a trailer that is heated up in the sun.

Also consider an aircraft that gets wet
internally, from say overnight rain, and
then heats up in the sun the next day.
Hence you will note that flight
manuals state that after using water
ballast extra care must be taken to
ensure that the internal wing structure
is dried out by removing ballast bags
or by ventilating integral tanks.
Further, don’t underestimate the
damage that moisture can have on
internal metal fittings, or the cost of
repair! Seepage/wicking into the
structure is capable of causing serious
damage (Corrosion) in embedded
fittings such as wing attachment
fittings etc.

Preventative measures are the best.
Always take great care that water does
not remain in any corner. Keep the
glider dry. If it gets wet, remove all
pooled water — dive brake boxes,
internal wing, fuselage etc - with a
chamois or similar and dry it out
thoroughly using some form of
ventilation. Flying is probably not a
bad way of getting the necessary
ventilation after all pooled water has
been removed, but will depend on
glider type!!! If you can’t remove
pooled water derig the glider and place
in a dry and not too hot environment,
periodically turning as necessary until
dry.

Never put a glider into a trailer wet. If
the padding in the cradles gets wet, it
can result in serious paint or gelcoat
failure. If the cradles are wet, drying
the wing or fuselage surface with a
chamois, and the temporary use of
plastic to keep the keep the glider from
contacting the wet padding to get the
glider home from a paddock and then
taking out of the trailer on return will
normally be OK.

Ultra Violet Radiation (UV).

Glider structures are covered with a
surface finish which provides
protection to the load carrying
components against not only sporadic
exposure to moisture but importantly
against sunlight, particularly the UV
component. Unfortunately there has
not yet been developed a surface finish
that will reach the life span of the
underlying structure that doesn’t
require periodic maintenance.

Gliders are generally coated in either
white polyester gelcoat or two pack
polyurethane (PU).

UV embrittles both the white polyester
gelcoat and the Perspex canopy.
Polyurethane (PU) provides no
protection against UV and uses an
underlying primer to provide the
necessary protection.
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All finishes degrade with exposure to
sunlight, ranging from discoloration
and chalking (oxidation) to cracking
and peeling. Some finishes are more
durable than others. The very early
gel coat Schwabbellack has proven to
be very resilient but was not
universally used and present advice
from the industry is that it may no
longer be available because of some of
the hazardous chemicals used,
although I note that it is being offered
as a refinish option by the Polish
refinishing factory but | don’t know if

it is the original formulation. Some of
the other factory gelcoats have proven
to be disappointing in their durability
and expensive complete refinishes
have been necessary. Australian Ferro
(now Huntsman) gelcoat, used in most
refinishes, appears to be very good
performer.

No matter what type of finish you have
you can prolong its life by taking some
simple, regular, measures.

With a bit of aircraft management and
elbow grease much can be done to
slow down the degradation of the
surface finish.  Firstly minimize the
aircraft's exposure to UV radiation. IE
if you aren’t going to fly the glider
leave it inside the hangar out of direct
sunlight. If the glider is going to sit in
the sun leave the wing and canopy
covers on. Clearly there are
practicalities to be considered and we

don’t have to be silly about this but if
you have an option to put the glider
inside or leave it outside — exercise the
inside option. While I'm talking about
canopy covers, a snug fitting canopy
cover that fits on the outside of the
cockpit will reduce UV degradation to
the canopy, the harness, the cushions,
the parachute, the instrument faces and
importantly will keep the cockpit
temperatures down reducing ‘cooking’
of the instruments. It needs to be snug
and clean to minimize micro scratching
of the Perspex surface.

Now back to the surface finish.
Gelcoats are always coated with wax
to provide both UV and moisture
protection to the finish. Over a

period of time this wax slowly erodes
and needs to be replaced. Experience
has shown that a well waxed surface
with UV blockers will significantly
extend the life of a finish. There are a
number of articles on the Net which
give a range of views on which is the
best procedure/product but basically
the aim is to put a protective wax over
the raw finish which keeps moisture at
bay and to provide an effective barrier
against the harmful UV radiation. For
gelcoats, at manufacture a fairly
durable hard wax layer is applied
which needs to be maintained
throughout the life of the aircraft.
Really, the only wax that you should
be considering is the top grade natural
carnauba wax. If this wax is replaced
every year, supplemented with regular
maintenance during the year then the
gelcoat will be well protected.
Replacement of the wax normally
requires a machine with edge type
calico polishing pad and needs a bit of
practice to avoid nasty accidents to
fragile components. Some
maintenance organizations no longer
use this system since some of the
newer products which a contain good
proportion of carnauba wax can
produce good results without having to
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resort to machine and all that

is required is a bit of elbow

grease.

Bottom line is to ensure that

there is some form of suitable

coating over the underlying gel or PU
finish.

Question is how do we know if the
glider needs waxing, how often and
what sort of wax should we be using?

Firstly — does it need waxing? Simple
answer is likely to be yes! If the
surface doesn’t look good and feel rich
and glossy then it likely needs
preparing with a good clean, perhaps
removal of any oxidation by using an
appropriate abrasive polishing process,
and then the application of a good wax.

Preparing the surface. If the surface is
in reasonably good condition but might
have discolouration, or the surface is
dull or chalky, then a good polish with
a cutting paste and lots of elbow grease
or a buffing machine should bring up a
nice shine. If the surface is pretty
poor, or the covering coat is thin, or
fine cracks are evident you must
consult an expert because you could
cause more problems than you are
solving!!

Waxing. Once you have produced a
nice surface, you need to seal the
micro pores in the surface and apply
the protective wax. Techniques vary,
but if you have a

bar of hard high

grade carnauba wax

and an edge

polisher then apply

direct.

An alternative is to use a gelcoat sealer
followed by a good quality liquid or
paste wax, free of silicone. Use waxes
that are meant for surfaces in good
condition and contain good quantities
of ‘natural carnauba waxes’ and

perhaps polymers. Giveita
couple of coats according to the
directions.

Once you have a good surface —
how often do | need to re-wax? It will
depend on the environment but you
must maintain it in the rich glossy
state. Waxing once a month over
summer and then once each in the
remaining seasons (depending on
usage) would be a good starting point.
Waxing our gliders regularly will
definitely improve the appearance of
our gliders and extend the life of the
surface finish. A complete surface
finish for a standard class glider
wouldn’t see much change out of 15
grand!!

Now the same applies to fiberglass
trailers. Already the DG303 trailer is
showing signs of serious degradation
and needs urgent attention. Chalking
needs to be removed and a good
quality wax would do the trick.

1"
#88%&! 1% ‘% (
)% & *(
Stuart Ferguson

Every year the NSW Gliding
Association holds a “Form 2 Inspectors
Course” at Pipers Field home of
Bathurst Gliding Club, usually round
October, the course is scheduled to last
for 7 days. Attendance numbers vary
from year to year, in 2004 only 3
candidates attended, and in 2005 there
were 18 candidates 3 from the
Canberra Gliding Club alone.
Attending from the Canberra club were
Scott Lennon, Norm Sanders and
Stuart Ferguson.
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The course started at 4pm in the
Bathurst clubhouse. After general
introductions, candidates were issued
with a mountain of paper work,
allocated into work teams and
introduced to our instructors. Once we
had broken into our teams we were
allocated our aircraft, and provided
with more paperwork; each team are
expected to complete a Form 2, or
annual inspection under supervision on
their allocated aircraft during the week.
Following a 7pm dinner the lectures
started.

The next five days revolved round a
simple routine, breakfast was at 7am,
lectures from approx 7:45am to
anything between morning tea to

lunch, then into the hangar to work on
the aircraft, dinner at 7pm followed by
lectures till about 10pm. By Tuesday it
was not uncommon to find people
working in the hangar a little after

6am, and the cook was frustrated every
evening because we were never ready
for dinner at 7pm, many appearing for
the evening meal still in work cloths.

All meals are provided along with

some basic accommodation in the
“Bunk House”

Norm at work on a Libelle
Photo: Stuart Ferguson

Two things stand out about the week,
one is the commitment of the
instructors to provide the best
instruction they could, the other is the
commitment of all the candidates to

gain as much as possible from the
course, everyone worked long and
hard, and | did not hear one raised
voice all week. | must also comment
on the excellent maintenance facilities
provided by the Bathurst club, 7
aircraft representing 3 or the 4
construction groups were worked on
over the week.

People attending the course hope to
come away with one of two
gualifications; those attending for the
first time are working towards a
“Replacement of Components”
authorisation, and those attending for
the second time an “Annual
Inspections” authorisation. However
these authorisations are not guaranteed
just because you have attended,
authorisations are issued by the panel
of instructors with assessments based
on demonstrated knowledge,
completion of all paperwork and
practical exercises, attitude and
aptitude, sound workshop practices and
knowledge of the correct paper work
trail. Their expectation is that those
leaving with a “Replacement of
Components” authorisation return to
their clubs and complete several annual
inspections under supervision prior to
returning in approx two years to
complete their “Annual Inspectors”
authorisation.

If this has inspired you, and you want
to attend this year, talk to one of our
maintenance people, take part in some
maintenance activities within the club,
and when the next notification for a
course is posted apply to attend.
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Congratulations to all those who
correctly identified the glider as an
Olympia (lan Edgar, Colin Vassarotti,
Bruce Campbell, and Mitch
Preston).....

And the winner is Mike Cleaver aka
Wombatwith the following entry

“The glider in the competition corner

is an Olympia, ...... This particular one
is an Australian-built one, known as
the Yellow Witch and recently restored
by Keith Nolan. Judging from the
competition number 43 showing so
prominently, | would say the photo was
taken some time in the '60s or early
"70s, and the background looks
suspiciously like the Murray Valley
somewhere (which gives a wide choice
of gliding sites!) The design was a
post-war development of the Hans
Jacobs-designed Meise which was to
have been the one-design sailplane for
Olympic competition, except that the
1940 Olympics were cancelled with the
advent of WW 2 and gliding never
again made it as an Olympic sport.
This was produced by Elliots of
Newbury, a furniture factory who had

become involved in wartime aircraft
production of wooden types like the
DH Mosquito. There was one EoN
Olympia kit exported to Australia in
about 1949, but | don't think the
Yellow Witch was the one.”

Editor’'s answer is : The photo is that
of a Chilton Olympia VH-GFW, built
in Australia from plans by Arthur
Hardinge and Ken Davies.
Construction began in 1946 and the
aircraft first flew in Dec 48. In 1949
Arthur took the glider on a
barnstorming tour of New Zealand,
which provided a critical boost to the
fledgling sport in that country. For a
number of years the glider was owned
by the Waikerie Gliding Club where
this photograph was taken, in 1965,
over the mighty Murray. Aircraft
subsequently owned by Keith Nolan
for many years and according to the
civil aircraft register is now owned by
Mr John Marshall of Millicent, South
Australia. Known as the “Yellow
Witch” because of its yellow and
orange paint scheme and witch nose
art, it is still flying today; 60 years
after construction began and almost 58
years after its first flight!!

So, good job Wombat, particularly

picking up on the approximate date
and the River Murray environs.

%-*& % !" V. 1$% O

30 """ O
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Calendar

Don’t forget that all members are
invited to the ANU Cellar Bar every
Monday night to share a drink and/or
meal with the Instructors Panel
members after their weekly meeting.

The coaching program has not yet been
announced. Keep an eye on the e-mail
and club website. Does anyone have
any topics that they might wish

covered, or are prepared to offer a
session on their favourite topic? It
doesn’t have to be directly related to
gliding — but an aviation-based session
is preferred.

EVERYONE - a reminder that when
the tug is at the ‘tug doctor’ in a couple
of months time, the plan is to organise
three weeks of co-ordinated
maintenance activities at Bunyan
covering the airfield, hangar and glider
fleet. Please e-mail the committee, via
the secretary with areas you believe
need to be addressed, and just as
importantly what skills and equipment
you can provide to assist.

Exnel

AUTUMN

Don’t forget that those beautiful
Autumn days are almost with us. A
perfect time for flying at Bunyan.
Beautiful thermals, lovely vistas
perfect temperatures — Idyllic.

“Come on down”

Finally, from ‘Foxy’s Fast Photos’, a
couple of reminders of the summer that
was.

Photos — Peter Fox
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