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The leaves are dropping, the morning
frosts and fogs have arrived, and the first
wave soaring flights of the 2009 season
have been chalked up already.

Welcome to the Autumn edition of
Wavelength.  For this edition, Dave
Pietsch is taking a short break from
editing, due to work commitments, and
yours truly, Drew McKinnie, has dusted
off the keyboard to help out.  Dave has
done a brilliant job on this journal for some
time, with great style, panache and his arid
sense of humour.  I salute his efforts at
improving club communications –  this is a
strong theme in this edition.  On many
fronts, people have been working hard to
improve our communications, image and
profile – and there is more to come!  

See you airborne, preferably in a ten knot
climb :-)  Drew
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The recent NSW Gliding Association
Presidents Meeting at Narromine, attended
by your President Keith Ayotte and Panel
Chairman Drew McKinnie, affirmed the
strategic value of applying effort to
streamlining communications at all levels –
within clubs, between clubs, within the
GFA and gliding movement, and between
gliding people and the general public.  

Indeed, the health and effectiveness of
communications within clubs is a key issue
in attracting and retaining members, and
helping people realise their aspirations and
personal goals within the sport of gliding.  

The converse is also true; poor
communications leads to coordination
problems, less sense of identity and
belonging, more frustration, inefficiencies,
personal goals not met, and more attrition.

For some time our club has given priority
to improving club communications.
Wavelength has been and remains an
important communications medium, in
getting messages out to all members,
celebrating successes and achievements,
advising people of events and issues, and
improving our external profile.  

Our club website,
www.canberragliding.org has been
upgraded and now looks quite slick and
professional.  The information content here
is very good, and visitors to our club have
found it a valuable resource and attractive
publicity tool.  We have some excellent
articles and training resources on this site.
Well done to the many people who have
developed this over recent years.

Face to face meetings and minutes,
Committee papers and Instructors Panel
notes have been a core means of
communications for some time.  Many

people cannot attend these meetings, so
electronic dissemination of material by
email has been heavily relied upon for
some time.  Dave Villiers has helped
enormously with compendiums of panel
notes which help us better track student
progress and meet individual aspirations.

There are problems with email, however;
security is one, clogged email mailboxes is
another, but the most fundamental
weakness is that it is a “push” system –
you have to be on the distribution and
someone has to push it to you.
Communications breakdowns are therefore
quite common and frustrating.

So we asked ourselves, why cannot we
better use a “pull and push” system to
facilitate communications?  This led to the
club setting up a trial web forum system,
which has been refined, re-hosted and set
up for use by all club members.

The Forum is controlled and offers some
access security.  Access is managed by the
Moderators, Andrew Caldwell in
particular.  When you have access
permission, you should Login and
remember your password, the front door
keys to the forum.

The Forum is also organised into groups of
threads, each of which have different
access permissions. So the Committee
threads are only visible to Committee
members, Instructors Panel threads only
visible to instructors etc.  This allows some
protection of information.

At Narromine, this forum was noted by
those attending the NSWGA meeting as a
best practice example of club
communications.  It is another layer of
“web enabled” communications, preferred
by many computer literate people, and the
younger “connected generations” in
particular.  It is well worth the effort for us
silver-haired folks to also get across using
this communications medium.
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The general architecture of the forum is
shown here.  From the home page you can
access Forum Groups – General Gliding
Operations and Discussions, for example,
and the Groups of Topics within those
forum groups – General Discussion, on 31
May 2009, had 38 Topics since the new
forum was set up at the end of March.
Those 38 topics had generated 108 replies
and hundreds of views of the discussion.  

Some people have used the general
discussion to post soaring photos, others to
discuss operations and plans, or equipment
issues.  One thread was on the single seat
glider booking system, now in place.  

The beauty of this forum is that it has
facilitated participation and dialogue on
how the club is run, and sharing and
communication of activities and
achievements.  Some threads have news
notices, training and education material,
which supports our development and safety
standards.  It's about linking people!

There are a few important guidelines and
etiquette issues for using the forum:

1 - First, Login each time you access the
forum, otherwise when you post a reply it
will appear as Anonymous.  People prefer
to know who is commenting.
2 - Second, no spamming!  We have
enough junk in our lives.
3 - Third, remember to be courteous and do
not “flame” others.  Words on a forum
page do not always convey the intended
emotion, or humour, so beware of
unintended messages.  Do not pick fights
on these threads.  Nobody wins with
defamation.
4 - Fourth, be constructive and try to share
positive messages.
5 - Fifth, be careful with file sizes and
attachments, reduce images where
possible.
6 - Sixth, the Moderator's judgment is
final. His rules apply, always.

We hope you all enjoy the forum and use
its considerable potential to help the club,
as well as to increase your enjoyment of
our wonderful sport.  Here we must
acknowledge the great efforts of some key
people in setting this up – Keith Ayotte,
Andrew Caldwell and Nishan Fonseka.
Bravo Zulu, well done!
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Club President Keith Ayotte has
announced the startup of a new booking
system for the club's single seat gliders,
following a consultation and discussion
period, facilitated by the club web forum.

“ I have posted some single seat glider
booking guidelines in a forum under the
Glider Fleet Operations category. I have
called them "guidelines" in the hope that
the system will be somewhat self-
organising.  I'm hoping people will take
the mechanism in the spirit in which it was
intended, that is something people can use
to plan ahead and make the best use of
their limited available time.”

“I reserve the right to amend the
guidelines if it can be seen that changes
will improve the functioning of the system.
I also reserve the right to impose harder
rules and mechanisms to strongly
encourage good behaviour, should that
become necessary - however I am not
anticipating the need for this. I will also
strongly resist becoming an arbiter.” 
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All pilots will be on the airfield for the
daily briefing. If the pilot is not present for
the briefing, they should not expect to fly a
club aircraft. This is a safety issue
endorsed by the Instructors Panel and will
be monitored by the duty instructor. Any
pilot should expect to help the duty crew
either ready club gliders for flight at the
beginning of the day or put the gliders and
tug away at the end of the day or both. 

1.) Claims on single seat glider time can be
made through the forum from Monday
onward for the following weekend. 
2.) If there are no bookings for the day, the
current first-in-best-dressed rules apply. 

3.) Bookings can be made for specific
gliders for time slots in the day. These time
slots are nominal and if there is not another
booking for the glider on the day, the
person that has the glider booked has
discretion over when to launch and the
duration of their flight. Pilots that have the
glider booked have priority over pilots that
do not have a booking, for the duration of
the day. 
4.) Pilots should be mindful of other pilots
requirements and act accordingly. Except
by prior arrangement with all other pilots
having bookings, when three or more pilots
have bookings, flights should be kept to
one hour. When two pilots have bookings,
flights should be limited to two hours. 
5.) If there is only one pilot for the day,
that pilot is responsible for Daily
Inspection of the glider, cleaning it and
putting it safely back in its hangar spot at
the end of the day, as well as assisting in
daily preparation and end-of-day activities.
If there are two or more persons, the first
person in the sequence of pilots for the day
will DI the glider (as well as daily
preparations), and the last person in the
sequence will be responsible for cleaning
and putting the glider away at the end of
the day (as well as end-of-day activities). 
Bookings can be made by starting a new
thread in the Single Seat Glider Bookings
forum under the Glider Fleet Operations
category for a particular date with
subsequent bookings for that date
following on in that thread in order to
make all relevant postings and claims on
glider time visible in a central location.
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Andrew Ward:  EP2 Super Goose
designed and built by Ted Pascoe

Col Vassarotti gets an honourable mention
for being wrong but having a vivid
imagination!:  Dunno about the mystery
glider. Well done Editor!  To me, it looks
suspiciously like a Pilatus B4 with a tail
modification extending the rudder area.

Nice try, Col...

Mike Cleaver says:

It is Ted Pascoe's EP 2 Super Goose. 
Both examples of the design were at
Bordertown in January this year and I
towed both of them with the Scout. 
Wombat (from the old Dart) 

The most fulsome reply was from Alan
Wilson:
I vote for the EP1  Spruce Goose, a one
only built by Ted Pascoe.  From GFA
pages -
VH-GHE - Amateur Built Aircraft
GLIDER (EP1 SUPER GOOSE) 
year of manufacture: 1957
serial no:GFA-HB-24
first reg: 17/07/1957
start reg: 05/02/2003
Make: Amateur Built Aircraft
Country of Manuf.: AUSTRALIA
Model: EP1 SUPER GOOSE
MTOW: 000245
Eng. Make: NOT APPL
Serial No.: GFA-HB-24
Engines: 0
Year of Manuf.: 1957
Airframe: Glider
Type:GLIDER
Category: Administered by GFA

Note this was completed in 1957, shortly
before/after most of us.  Ted Pascoe later
produce the EP 2 that a sliding forward
canopy viz., Foka 5 etc and it was the
subject of several articles in the AG of the
time.  Great from the days when one could
do a design, manufacture at home and go
gliding.

So I think it is Ted Pascoe’s EP-2 Super
Goose built in Adelaide in the 60’s.  There
was a series of stories in AG of the time
that tracked the manufacture of the glider.
It was the only one of its type.

http://www.aus-soaring.on.net/sa-
gliding/history/mm_m10.htm  has some
drawings of the glider that Ted built in as
indicated in some obituary words I found.
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 “Terry Neuman wrote.  For the
information of those in this list who knew
him, I feel compelled to advise that E.A.
(Ted) Pascoe passed away at the Royal
Adelaide Hospital on Sunday October
21st, [2007] at the age of 80 years. Ted's
contribution to gliding was significant. He
designed and built two gliders - the EP-1
(known for most of its life as The Spruce
Goose), and later in the 1960's, the EP-2
which was perhaps inevitably destined to
be known as the Super Goose. Both were
small, petite aircraft which looked good
and by all accounts were both pleasant
and easy to fly.”

Alan Wilson wins with that great research
effort, no doubt inspired by expert research
at the Wig and Pen, Gliding Group.

The next contest should be easy – You can
identify the glider and provide a few words
about its place in Australian gliding history
for bonus points.  It is also interesting to
compare the cutting edge performance
achieved when this was built, with what
we are flying now.  
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6-8 June Tumut Flying Weekend
See Forum – Events
Contact Glenyce asap
Flying and Social Fun, 
regardless of weather!

25 July New Pilots Night, ANU

6 August Wave Soaring Pilots Night,
ANU

19-27 Sept Wave Soaring Camp,
Bunyan
Contact Stuart Ferguson
Fun flying and social
activity, many visitors

15 October Open Forum Pilots Night

19 November Cross Country Pilots Night

���!!	��
Seen around our airfield - 

Bob Beveridge in his Ventus with sustainer
motor – very much enjoying getting used
to his new bird.

Well done to Cam Burch and Keith Dear,
converted to the DG303.

Andrew Caldwell, having converted to the
Pawnee and doing plenty of towing, has
been busy flying gliders with his digital
mini camera attached.  See some of the
results on YouTube. He is also our newest
Air Experience Instructor.

Huge smiles for Jerome Cox who has
recently flown solo

Adam Webb has brought some of his
Joeyglide friends to visit – we hope to see
April Meredith and Katharine Palmer from
Bathurst SC again. See Soaring Australia
for more of their exploits.
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Last Issue

Blair Gardner:  "Prudent Instructor with 2-
seat Astir."

Drew McKinnie:  “Get thee to a
nunnery!”

Alan Wilson:  ‘Yes I know, the
undercarriage doors are “Generally” over
there somewhere. [With the pilot?]’

Mal Williams:
You've been a very naughty glider, now go
straight to your room!

Max Speedy gets a mention for bravery
with this entry:
I looks like Ian Baldwin and his Astir so if
I am correct, something like "Would
someone get my Zimmer Frame, I left it at
the launch point back there!" He is going
to kill me !

Stuart Ferguson:  “back to your trailer
until you learn how to behave”
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We are now using the cub's web forum to
place educational and training material of
benefit to all members.  One area requiring
attention has been on accessing and
decoding Area Forecasts (ARFOR),
Terminal Aerodrome Forecasts (TAF),
plus Trend Forecasts and Meteorological
Reports (TTF and METAR/SPECI) from
the Bureau of Meteorology (BOM)
Aviation Services website.

Go the the club forum and access the
General Gliding Operations and
Discussions, Weather Topics thread.
Under this you will find the topic;
Accessing and Decoding Aviation Weather
Forecasts.  This will take you step by step
through downloading the forecasts and
interpreting them so you can better plan for
your soaring tasks and avoid surprises!

Dave Villiers has also kindly taken the web
forum content and condensed into a .pdf
document file, for ease of printing, and to
provide a portable ready reference and
training resource.

We appreciate that decoding these reports
is bread and butter stuff to many power
pilots – but there is considerable benefit for
all glider pilots to be able to read these
reports and get an idea of the soaring
potential.

We also intend to cover meteorological
issues during the planned Pilots Nights this
year.  Come along and learn!

Then you will see the soaring potential in
this forecast:

TAF YTEM 202300Z 2100/2118
02005KT FEW060
FM210200 33010 SCT080
FM210500 33010 SCT100TCU
FM211000 30015 BKN080
PROB30 TEMPO 2107/2109
VRB15G25KT  5000 SHRA
T 27 31 34 29 Q 1001 1002 1001 1000
Have fun!
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Alan Wilson visited Norm Sanders at
Tyagarah near Byron Bay 17 May hoping
to fly his syndicate Dimona H 36.  Alan
and Norm could not and did not fly.  

Alan was more than happy when Jetstar
landed at Ballina mid afternoon on
Wednesday 20 May because that meant he
could leave and return to Canberra. 
 
The picture shows the taxiway from
Norm's operation to the runway.  All is
under water.  There is also a 'before' photo
taken 2 years ago indicating 
just how much rain was on the Tyagarah
grass strip. 
 
Alan 
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Brisbane is at the Centre, Byron Bay at 5
o'clock low under the red radar returns...
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This report by John Thomson takes an
enormous effort to compile.  It is an
important document, rich in data, facts,
commentary on usage trends, and
commentary on where we have potential 
to improve and increase our utilisation.  

The comments on tug and glider
downtime periods and lack of utilisation
are also revealing.  I am encouraged that
we do this sort of analysis – not all clubs
do – and have access to much historical
data, as a basis for making informed
decisions about our future.  

I am also encouraged at some of the
trends, as well as the great potential for
much improved single seater usage,
particularly when people use the booking
system and their flat rate subs more.

Here's the report – many thanks John
:-) Drew

CANBERRA GLIDING CLUB
ANNUAL STATISTICS REPORT

2008 – 2009

By John Thomson

NOTES

The reporting period was May 2008 to April 2009.  This was chosen to take advantage of a natural
weather-related break in flying activity to delineate soaring seasons.

Data was collected from flight sheets and maintenance releases with some discrepancies resolved by
contacting pilots.  The observations are accurate, the conclusions are my own opinions.

BACKGROUND
Each year, the amount of flying that we do is affected by things that are largely out of our control.
The main factors are weather and abnormal maintenance.  The year in review:-
May 2008 – We lost three flying days due to a broken spring on the tail of the tow plane.  Bad weather
affected two days flying.  Unusually, there were two very good thermal days.
June 2008 – Bad weather was a problem on four days.  We had two good wave days.
July 2008 – One day lost to bad weather (blizzard).  One day of wave.  CQT started a Form 2 that
took two months to finish.  GAS was grounded for a short time until its wings were shimmed.
August 2008 – Three days were affected or lost due to bad weather.  There were three good thermal
days and one wave day.
September 2008 – The wave camp boosted flying in this month.  Three days were weather affected.
But there were five days of wave and thermal.
October 2008 – Three days were lost due to bad weather and one day was truncated early by the
arrival of a weather system.  There were four very good thermal days.  One day of good weather was
not used due to apathy.
November 2008 – We lost two days due to a tug 100 hourly inspection.  We lost four days due to
weather.  But we had two really good days.
December 2008 – This month had only one weekend due to our support of a comp at Temora.
January 2009 (Temora) – The tug had problems but the availability of other tugs negated most of the
effect.  The weather was better than average.  Of the sixteen days that the Puchaczes were rigged, for
example, we had six days with thermals above ten thousand feet, another three days with thermals

Wavelength – Autumn 09 10



above eight thousand feet and another two which went above six thousand feet.  There was only one
day lost due to rain.  Wind was the main issue discouraging cross country flying.
February 2009 – The DG had some fibreglass repairs.  One day was lost to bad weather.  There was
some great soaring conditions.  A tragic accident with a museum aircraft at Temora curtailed some of
our single seater activity there.
March 2009 – This was a month of great soaring conditions.
April 2009 – The great soaring conditions continued but two days were lost due to weather.

OVERALL  – Maintenance was not a big issue this year.  Bad weather caused us to lose four times as
many days as our long term average!  This was countered by an unusually high number of days with
good soaring conditions in all seasons of the year.  Is this evidence of climate change?

TWO SEATERS

TRENDS

The two seaters had 666 launches and 398:24 hrs.  This is close to the five year average but well down
on what the nineteen years of figures show is possible.

Monthly analysis

   

The two seaters were used solidly throughout the year.  The nature of their use (mainly training)
means that good soaring conditions as opposed to calm conditions do not greatly affect their use.  So
the days lost due to weather were not made up for by the extra good soaring days.  April 2009 was the
wettest April in many years and we lost launches in what is traditionally our busiest month.

The Summer had great weather which wasn’t fully used.  Like the previous year, two seater flying
mostly involved newer members whose endurance hadn’t developed to the point of allowing longer
flights.  The two seater stats were missing the normal long flight attempts by experienced pilots.  Our
tow plane suffered a series of mechanical problems.  We mostly relied on Bathurst’s tug which meant
that the queue for launch was long.  We often launched a little later than desirable with the long grid
and thermals late starting.  On the positive side, global warming seems to have kicked in.  We had
good conditions on nearly every day and not the usual quota of storms.
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In summary, the two seaters were well maintained and well used with regard to the conditions.  But
there is still scope for more launches across the board, possibly with earlier starts to flying each day.

SINGLE SEATERS - ASTIR

We only had the Astir for six months.  In this time, we did 13 launches for 16:28hrs.  This is just a
reminder as to why we sold it.  Note the trend over the last five years.  It was clearly only being used
in the single role of a first conversion aircraft.  Its use in advanced soaring and cross country was
becoming negligible.  It is good to see that George has been putting it to good use since he bought it.

      

JANTAR
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The Jantar had 44 launches for 81:41 hr.  The Jantar like the Astir was developing a recent history of
underuse.  With the sale of the Astir, the Jantar’s usage has picked up by an amount roughly equal to
what the Astir had been doing.  This is good for the club in that we get the same number of hours and
flights but only have to maintain and insure one aircraft.

However, there is still a lot of scope for doing much more in the Jantar.  As recently as 2002 to 2005,
it was doing twice as much flying as it did last year.  Looking at its monthly figures, it suffered from a
maintenance problem in July and August.  But from November to February, it had very limited use in
what is the peak of the soaring conditions.

      

DG303
The DG had 79 launches for 107:06hr.

It was an average year for the DG in launches but the hours were down.  This is indicative of a lot of
new pilots being converted to it.  With the departure of the Astir, it is now the first single seater.  This
also means that some of our experienced pilots are not flying it as much as they initially were.  

     
Ideally, DG pilots should be planning and executing more serious cross country flights in the Summer.
The following graphs show that for ten months of the year, there were many more opportunities for
launches, particularly in Spring.  The stats for 2009 are more promising.  The lull in February was due
to a repair after a wheels-up landing but otherwise its recent use has been good.  
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SINGLE SEATERS – OVERALL

The single seaters did 136 launches for 205:15hours.  I note that at our current rates hiring by the
minute, this would cost $9852.  Yet, we have collected more than $17000 in flat rate.  Some of this
flat rate is for two seater use, but there still must be some single seater pilots not flying as much as
they should or would like to.  Historical figures show that we easily have the capacity to double the
flying activity of the single seaters if members wish.  So get out there and fill your boots.

PRIVATE GLIDERS

Private gliders took 120 launches at Bunyan.  This does not include wave camp launches.  This is well
up on recent years.  It shows a level of consistent commitment by the established long term members.
And is a good result when the amount of crewing club operations that these members have done is
taken into account.

JOYFLIGHTS

We did 149 joyflight/TIFs in this twelve month period.  In the previous twelve months, we did 139.
The year before that was 162.

OVERALL
Overall, club gliders did 802 launches and logged 603:39 hours.  This was an upturn from the previous
year where we had 755 launches for 548:12 hours.

Membership – We currently have 62 flying members.  Last year, we had 70. And the previous year 67.

Conclusion – Keep on flying!
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Well, it’s that time of year again. A chill is
in the air, the leaves on the poplars along
the Monaro Highway have turned yellow
and the chicken soup is on the stove.  It’s
time for those new to gliding to consolidate
their newly learned skills in a nice quiet
sky with very little of that distracting
thermal lift.  It’s all about takeoffs, circuits
and landings.  It’s also time for private
owners to be doing those little bits of work
on their gliders that have been nagging
over the summer months. Lots of work and
not so much flying. It’s a great time of year
isn’t it!

It’s also a time to get some things done
around the club and I’m sure it won’t come
as any surprise that many club members
have been putting in some long and hard
hours with a shoulder to the wheel, making

things happen.  Many of these have been in
the background but I think we’re making
some progress. I would like to thank the
many that have been putting in the effort.
It’s been time well spent and work well
done.

In my last column I alluded to upgrading
the club’s presentation.  A number of us
have been working on that process.  New
signs have been made and delivered – two
(1.2x2.4m) signs for installation next to the
Monaro Highway next to the parking bay
and pullout, and a (1.2x1.2) sign that
consists of a map of the airfield to be
installed next to the perimeter road as you
drive through the gate.  Hopefully we have
the signs installed within the next few
weeks.  Many thanks to those that have
helped out in the process, it hasn’t been
trivial.  

Stuart Ferguson has put a posting on the
CGC forum regarding clothing.  If you are
on any of the rosters (instructor, duty pilot
or tug pilot) and therefore representing the
club to non-club members, I would
encourage you to purchase and wear some
piece of club clothing that can be used to
identify you as a representative of the club
while on the airfield.  

The updated caravan will soon have the
required radios installed and therefore be
ready for use.  Not a moment too soon in
my view.  

On a similar note, I would like to organise
a general cleanup of the airfield,
particularly within and around club
buildings.  The cleanup will likely
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culminate in a skip being hired to take
away unwanted items and general rubbish.
I suspect given the history that resides in
many of the items I see laying about the
place, there will be some “lack of
agreement” regarding what is a historically
relevant and therefore valuable artifact and
what is utter and valueless crap.  We will
clearly need to work through those issues
as we come to them, but next time you are
on the airfield, please have a look around
and a thought about what might sensibly be
allocated to the latter of the above two
categories.  Be ruthless!

We have begun to organise a number of
pilots nights with tentative dates set for
each – New Pilots Night (25/July), Wave
Soaring (06/August), Open Night
(15/October) and Cross Country
(19/November).  

We will be in touch with various club
members that we feel have something to
offer, encouraging them to share their
knowledge with the rest of us, particularly
newcomers to the club.  At this point it
looks like the venue will be at the ANU
where previous pilots nights have been
held.  I think we can make these very
enjoyable and valuable get-togethers.  

We have also set the date for the annual
dinner (12/November) which is likely to
take on a different format than in previous
years, one which is perhaps financially less
onerous to attendees but also has part of
the proceeds from the evening going to
club coffers.  Watch this space.

By now most of you will have become
familiar with or at least had a bit of a look
at the CGC forums
(http://www.canberragliding.org/jforum/fo
rums/list.page) that have been created.  

Many thanks are due to Andrew Caldwell
and Nishan Fonseka for their efforts and
patience in dealing with various teething
issues.  I think the forums are a valuable

channel of communication between
members and a method by which we can
make available information associated with
club activities and committee
communications. I look forward to many
“lively” discussions.  I would like to see
your ideas put forth regarding where you
think the club should be going.  

I’ve heard murmurs of interest in self-
launching glider syndicates, winch
launching, opening the airfield up to skeet
shooting (just kidding) and any number
methods by which the club can become
more viable and provide more utility for its
members.  Well folks, step up to the plate
and let us all know what’s on your mind.

We now have a single-seater booking
system.  The system operates on the forum
and has been implemented based on what I
think are not overly prescriptive rules.
This may change, but for now we’ll see
how we go.  The idea behind the system is
to help provide a method for minimising
contention for glider use and to provide at
least some increased ability to make plans
based on the availability of gliders.  Happy
to have any feedback regarding the
operation of the scheme. 

Drew McKinnie and I recently attended a
weekend long meeting in Narromine held
by NSW Gliding
(http://www.nswgliding.org.au).  The
theme of the meeting was around how
clubs in NSW can work together to
promote gliding as a sport and how each
club can leverage off of what other clubs
have done to help promote our own clubs.  

It was a useful meeting for a number of
reasons, not the least of which was the
realization that we face difficulties that are
shared with most other clubs.  One of the
things that was put forth was the promotion
of clubs via “Web 2.0” avenues (Facebook,
YouTube, etc.)  These channels reach a
younger demographic and I think are
therefore worth our attention.  I have
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already contacted some of our younger
members to establish their interest in
pursuing this avenue of promotion and was
met with a favourable response.  In fact
Andrew Caldwell and Adam Web have
already taken steps in this direction with
the posting of gliding videos on YouTube.
Thanks guys!  

Though we discussed a long list of
problems prevalent in gliding clubs and
sporting clubs in general at the Narromine
meeting, I think we are a bit ahead of the
curve in terms of identifying the issues and
moving to address them.  �������
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In other news, we have a new farmer.  The
agistment agreement is now … well, there
actually is one for starters.  Like fences,
legal contracts make for good neighbours.
I’m hopeful that the arrangement with our
new tenant (Alf Gammon / Parsus Trading
Partners) is going to be a long needed step
in the right direction.  Alf was with us
before the most recent tenant.  I’m hopeful
that the problem of sheep on the airfield,
which has been around since I have been a
club member, is behind us now.  Please let
me know of any problems of this nature
and I will take them up with Alf in the
context of the clearly defined rights and
responsibilities of both parties.

Before this gets as long as “A Short
History of the World”, I’ll bring this to a
close buy encouraging everyone to take
part in the Tumut gliding weekend being
held from the 6th to the 8th of June.
Glenyce and David Francis will be our
kind hosts at the Tumut airfield.  
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…Please have a look in the forum under
the Events Category if you’re interested.
Hope to see you there.  

Better get back to work now so I can afford
that new ASH 31Mi … before I need the
specially made one that has room for a
Zimmerframe! 
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